Cuyahoga County Drug Court
Drug Court Program Overview
Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Court began building its Drug
Court program in 1998 with the Appointment of Judge David T.
Matia as the Court’s first Drug Court Judge. Initial participants
were accepted into the program in May of 2009. Over 300
individuals have entered the program whose goal is to break
the cycle of recidivism by addressing an offender’s drug
dependency. Drug Court adheres to science based principals
only accepting those assessed as drug dependent. Drug Court
has graduated over 110 individuals in its three year history
returning them to their communities as sober citizens, parents
and employees.

Drug Court Contact
Information
Molly Christofferson
Drug Court Coordinator
(216) 443-2154
cpmmc@cuyahogacounty.us

Drug Court exists to accept more challenging offenders such as
those with repeat criminal histories or opiate dependencies. The
Common Pleas Drug Court collaborates with the Cleveland
Municipal Drug Court under the Stehpanie Tubbs Jones Greater
Cleveland Drug Court umbrella. Both courts share treatment
resources, case managers and graduation ceremonies

The Drug Court Mission
"Stop the abuse of alcohol and other drugs and related criminal activity. Drug courts
promote recovery through a coordinated response to offenders dependent on
alcohol and other drugs. Realization of these goals requires a team approach,
including cooperation and collaboration of the judges, prosecutors, defense counsel,
probation authorities, other corrections personnel, law enforcement, pretrial
services agencies, TASC programs, evaluators, an array of local service providers,
and the greater community” - The National Drug Court Model
Drug Court Local Rule
30.2 ASSIGNMENT OF CRIMINAL CASES TO DRUG COURT DOCKETS
(A) Purpose. The Drug Court docket is established in order to reduce substance abuse and recidivism by
utilizing treatment and community control alternatives. Drug Court is intended to supplement, b ut not
replace, existing diversionary programs that treat offenders with drug dependencies. Drug Court is
established to target low risk/high need offenders utilizing the Court’s current risk assessment tool. The
defendant must also satisfy the eligibility requirements of Section (C) of this rule.
(B) Appointment of judges to preside over Drug Court. The Administrative Judge will select Common
Pleas Court General Division judge(s) for Drug Court docket(s). The judge(s) will serve for a period of
three years from date of appointment. Upon approval of the Administrative Judge, the judge(s) may be
reappointed to successive terms. Thereafter, any Common Pleas Court General Division judges who
desire to preside over a Drug Court docket may submit their names to the Administrative Judge for
consideration.
(C) Eligibility. Drug Court will be available to participants who are arrested for or pleading guilty to:
(1) Either:
a) Any felony drug (non-trafficking) offense of the third, fourth or fifth degree; or
b) Any non-violent felony theft or theft related offense of the third, fourth or fifth degree where the
offender is determined to be a drug dependent person or in danger of becoming a drug dependent
person and would benefit from treatment; and
(2) Upon consideration of the following factors:
a) The defendant is eligible for community control on the current charge
b) There is no criminal history of sexually oriented or violent behavior.
c) Defendant has three or fewer prior non-violent felony convictions.

d) Defendant has no prior drug trafficking convictions.
e) Defendant has no other pending case(s) in which charges are pending that may lead to
convictions for a violent felony, sexually
oriented felony, or drug trafficking.
f) The current and majority of past criminal behavior is drug-driven.
g) The defendant must demonstrate a sincere willingness to participate in a long-term treatment
process.
h) No acute health condition currently exists.
i) Preference will be given to residents of Cuyahoga County.
(D) Diversionary and Non-Diversionary Track: The Drug Court docket will have two tracks, one
diversionary and one non-diversionary. Defendants on both tracks will gain the benefit of enhanced
treatment resources to treat their drug dependency. Defendants seeking placement on the Diversionary
track will need to obtain the approval of the Cuyahoga County Prosecutor’s Office. Unless the
Prosecutor’s Office assents to Diversionary status prior to the defendant’s plea of guilty to the underlying
offense, the defendant shall be on the non-diversionary tract.
(E) Procedure of Admission: Drug Court will admit defendants at any stage of the criminal process.
Diversionary defendants must be admitted prior to their plea according to the provisions of Section (D).
Non-diversionary defendants may be admitted at any point during the criminal process.
Defendants seeking admission to Drug Court must undergo an assessment with a PreTrial Services
admission specialist in the Common Pleas Probation Department.
(F) Effect of Transfer. When a case is transferred to a Drug Court docket, the assigned Drug Court judge
shall acquire full jurisdiction over that transferred case. If a defendant is deemed ineligible for Drug
Court prior to their plea, the transferred case shall be returned to the active docket of the originally
assigned judge.
Effective 2/4/2010
Drug Court Team
Drug Court Judge
The Honorable David T. Matia
Drug Court Coordinator
Molly Christofferson
Drug Court Public Defender
Drug Court Prosecutor
Pretrial Investigation Officer
Supervision Officer
TASC Assessment Specialist
TASC Case Manager
Co-Directors
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